	Tot în aceasta zi, pomenirea sfantului mucenic Eustatie din Mtskheta, in Georgia
Sfântul Mucenic Eustatie din Mtskheta se tragea din Persi adoratori ai focului si inainte de a fi botezat se numea Bgrobandaves. Tatal si fratii sai, slujitori  in cultul lui Zoroastru, incercara zadarnic sa faca din el un preot pagân.
In timpul domniei imparatului georgian Guram Kuropalat (575-600), la vârsta de 30 de ani, el se muta din satul persan Arbuketi (de lânga orasul Gandrakili) in vechea capitala a Georgiei, cetatea Mtskheta. Isi câstiga viata de zi cu zi lucrând sandale. Sfântul Eustatie incepu sa se duca la catedrala din Mtskheta unde slujbele crestine îi umpleau sufletul de bucurie. Arhidiaconul Samuel (viitorul Arhiepiscop Samuel IV, 582-591), remarca inclinatiile spirituale ale pagânului pers si îi vorbi despre 

învataturile crestine.  Ajungând la credinta in Hristos, Bgrobandaves fu luat in calitate de catecumen sub ordinele Arhidiaconului Samuel. Dupa un anumit timp, când Samuel deveni catolicos (patriarh, la armenieni), primi Sfântul Botez cu numele Eustatie. Eustatie s-a casatorit apoi cu o sotie crestina si a dus o viata pioasa, rodnica in virtute.
Persii care mai traiau la Mtskheta nu reusira sa îl readuca pe Sfântul Eustatie la cultul focului si de aceea l-au convins pe capul persilor din cetate sa îl trimita la Tbilisi la tiranul Arvand-Gubnav, satrap (adica primul demnitar) al sahului persan Chosroes Nushirvanes. Trimisi la incercare sub ordinul tiranului erau si alti persi impreuna cu Sfântul Eustatie care acceptasera sa fie crestinati : Gubnak, Bagdad, Panaguznas, Perozav, Zarmi si Stefan. Doi dintre ei insa,  Bagdad si  Panaguznas, se lepadara de Hristos când fura amenintati cu moartea.
Sfântul Eustatie si ceilalti marturisitori ai lui Hristos suferira cu cinste  sase luni de inchisoare si prin mijlocirea catolicosului Samuel IV si a unui notabil georgian fura eliberati.

Noul satrap al Persiei, Bezhan-Buzmil (numit la Tbilisi trei ani mai târziu), instigat de fostii dusmani ai Sfântului Eustatie, dadu ordin sa fie adus in fata lui si îi ceru sa se lepede de Hristos si sa sa intoarca la cultul lui Zoroastru. Sfântul Eustatie raspunse cu demnitate : „Poate cineva sa îl paraseasca pe Facatorul lumii si sa adore o simpla creatura a Lui ? Nu se va întâmpla niciodata! Nici soarele nici luna nici stelele nu sunt Dumnezei, ci Dumnezeu e cel care a facut soarele sa straluceasca ziua si luna cu stelele sa straluceasca in intunericul noptii. Focul nu este Dumnezeu, focul e facut de om si e stins de om”.
Din ordinul tiranului, Sfântului Eustatie i se taie capul la 29 iulie 589. Inainte de a accepta cununa muceniciei, s-a rugat ca dupa moartea sa trupul sa îi fie înmormântat crestineste in cetatea Mtskheta. Patimitorul a auzul Glasul de sus : „Cu nimic nu vei fi mai prejos celor dintâi mucenici, nici in har nici in tamaduiri. Nu-ti fa griji pentru trupul tau, va fi dupa cum iti doresti”.
Trupul Sfântului Eustatie, aruncat noaptea peste un câmp, a fost adus de Crestini la Mtskheta si cu mare cinste asezat de catolicosul Samuel  IV sub masa altarului din Svetitskhoveli. Catolicosul Samuel IV a rânduit Praznuirea lui la 29 iulie, ziua in care sfântul martir s-a savârsit cu marire.
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The Holy Martyr Eustathius of Mtskhet was descended from Persian fire-worshipers, and prior to Baptism he had the name Bgrobandaves. His father and [image: image1.jpg]


brothers, serving in the Zoroastrian cult, attempted to make a pagan priest of Bgrobandaves, but in vain.

During the reign of the Georgian emperor Guram Kuropalat (575-600), at age 30 he resettled from the Persian village of Arbuketi (near the city of Gandrakili) to the ancient capital of Georgia, the city Mtskhet. He earned the means of his livelihood as a sandal maker. St. Eustathius began to visit the Mtskhet cathedral, where the Christian services filled his soul with delight. Archdeacon Samuel (the future Katholikos-Archbishop Samuel IV, 582-591), noticed the spiritual proclivity of the Persian pagan, and spoke with him about the Christian teachings. Having then come to believe in Christ, Bgrobandaves was enrolled as a catechumen under Archdeacon Samuel, After a certain time, when Samuel became Katholikos, he accepted Baptism with the name Eustathius. Eustathius then married a Christian wife, and led a pious life, abundant in virtue.

Fellow Persians, living also at Mtskhet, were unable to sway St.Eustathius into a return to fire-worship, and so they persuaded the Persian head of the city to have him sent to Tbilisi to Arvand-Gubnav, satrap (vicar) of the Persian shah Chosroes Nushirvanes. Sent to trial under the satrap together with St. Eustathius were other Persians, who had accepted Christianity: Gubnak, Bagdad, Panaguznas, Perozav, Zarmi and Stephen. Two of these, Bagdad and Panaguznas, renounced Christ when threatened with death.

St. Eustathius and the remaining confessors honorably underwent a six-month imprisonment and through the intercession of the Katholikos Samuel IV and a Georgian notable, they were set free.

The new satrap of Persia, Bezhan-Buzmil (appointed to Tbilisi three years later), at the instigation of the former enemies of St. Eustathius, gave orders that he appear, and demanded that he renounce Christ and return to fire-worship. St. Eustathius gave a dignified reply: "Can one forsake the Creator of all and worship a mere creature of His? This shall never be! Neither the sun, the moon or the stars are gods, but rather God created the sun to brighten the day, and the moon and the stars, that they might shine in the darkness of night. Fire is not God, fire is produced by man and it is extinguished by man."

By order of the satrap, St. Eustathius was beheaded on July 29, 589. Before accepting the crown of martyrdom, he prayed that after death his body be given Christian burial in the city of Mtskhet. The passion-bearer heard the Voice: "In nothing will you be inferior to the first martyrs, neither with grace nor with healings. Do not be concerned for your body, for it shall be as you requested."

The body of St. Eustathius, cast out by night upon a field, was brought by Christians to Mtskhet and with great honor placed by Katholikos Samuel IV beneath the altar table of the cathedral of Svetitskhoveli. The Katholikos Samuel IV established his Feast on July 29, the day of the holy martyr's glorious death. 


